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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E] This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 30 are presently pending presented for examination. 

Response to Pre- Appeal Brief Request 

2. In response to Pre-Appeal Conference on request by Applicant for pre-appeal 
brief filed on 8/12/2005, a new ground of rejection has been made to withdraw the 
finality of the rejection. See the following office section. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 102 that forms 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1 - 4, 6, 8 - 14, 16, 17, 19 - 26 and 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cohen (Patent Number: US 6477595 B1). 
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As per claim 1,10 and 19, Cohen teaches a system comprising: 

a first interface to a local area network connection to an end-user computer; a 

second interface to a wide area network connection to a distributed computer network 

(Cohen: Column 4 Line 58 - 64 and Figure 1 Element 1 1 9); 

detection logic responsive to the first interface, the detection logic to detect user 

inactivity at the end-user computer (Cohen: Column 10 Line 65 - Column 1 1 Line 3); 

and 

blocking logic responsive to the detection logic, the blocking logic to selectively 
initiate a blocking signal to disable communications received from the second interface 
from being sent over the first interface to the end-user computer Column 10 Line 65 - 
Column 1 1 Line 3: Examiner interprets the specific conditions detected to issue the 
stand-by command to release the modem to the free pool as taught by Cohen (Column 

10 Line 65 - Column 1 1 Line 3) is indeed selectively blocking the data communication 
from WAN to LAN to meet the claim language). 

As per claim 2, Cohen further teaches the blocking logic sends the blocking 
signal in response to the detecting logic detecting the user inactivity for a selected 
period of time (Cohen: see for example, Column 10 Line 65 - Column 1 1 Line 3). 

As per claim 3 and 24, Cohen further teaches the selected period of time is 
between one and ten minutes (Cohen: see for example, Column 10 Line 65 - Column 

1 1 Line 3). 
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As per claim 4, 16 and 21 , Cohen further teaches the selected period of time is a 
fixed time period (Cohen: see for example, Column 10 Line 65 - Column 1 1 Line 3). 

As per claim 6 and 25, Cohen as modified teaches the claimed invention as 
described above (see claim 1 and 23 respectively). Cohen as modified further teaches 
the detection logic and the blocking logic is embedded within an auto-sensing Ethernet 
port (Cohen: for example, Column 10 Line 65 - 67: Examiner notes "an auto-sensing 
Ethernet port" is interpreted as an Ethernet port integrated with a CP modem as a 
complete functional entity to automatically facilitate the inactivity detection of the end- 
user computer (Cohen: Column 1 0 Line 65 - 67). 

As per claim 8, Cohen as modified teaches the claimed invention as described 
above (see claim 1 ). Cohen as modified further teaches the distributed computer 
network is the Internet (Cohen: see for example, Column 1 Line 32 - 40). 

As per claim 9, Cohen further teaches the second interface is coupled to an 
internet service provider (Cohen: see for example, Column 1 Line 60 - 63). 

As per claim 1 1 , Cohen further teaches detecting activity from the end-user 
computer at the routing equipment (Cohen: see for example, Column 10 Line 65 - 
Column 11 Line 3). 
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As per claim 14 and 29, Cohen further teaches the first local data connection is 
an Ethernet connection (Cohen: see for example, Column 4 Line 58 - 64 and Figure 1 
Element 119). 

As per claim 17 and 22, Cohen further teaches the idle time activity threshold is a 
programmable threshold (Cohen: Column 10 Line 65 - 67). 

As per claim 20, Cohen teaches during a second period of time after the first 
period of time, detecting activity at the first port of the digital subscriber line routing 
equipment indicating activity at the end-user computer and communicating data 
received at the second port of the digital subscriber line routing equipment to the first 
port of the digital subscriber line routing equipment and to the end-user computer 
(Cohen: see for example, Column 10 Line 65 - Column 1 1 Line 3). 

As per claim 12 and 13, claim 12 and 13 do not further teach over claim 20. 
Therefore, see same rationale addressed above in rejecting claim 20. 

As per claim 23 and 26, the claim limitations are met as the same reasons set 
forth in the paragraph above regarding to claim 1 . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 18 and 27 - 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cohen (Patent Number: 6477595), in view of Evans (Patent Number: 
6807666). 

As per claim 5 and 18, Cohen teaches the selected period of time is TBD 
minutes, may be one minute (Cohen: Column 10 Line 65 - 67). However, Cohen does 
not disclose expressly is determined by a user of the end-user compute). 

Evans teaches the selected period of time is determined by a user of the 
end-user computer (Evans: Column 5 Line 29 - 32). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Evans within the system of Cohen 
because Evans teaches provides improved methods and arrangements for use 
in multiple user computing environments, which can be configured to allow for a 
plurality of separate and concurrent desktops and workspaces within the shared 
computing environment (Evans: Column 1 Line 60-64). 
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As per claim 27 and 28, Cohen does not disclose expressly detecting resumed 
activity from at least one of more of the plurality of end-user computers previously in an 
inactive state. 

Evans teaches detecting resumed activity from at least one of more of the 
plurality of end-user computers previously in an inactive state (Evans: Column 5 Line 25 
- 28). See the same rationale of combination as addressed above in rejecting claim 5. 

5. Claims 7, 15 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cohen (Patent Number: US 6477595 B1), in view of Gerszberg (Patent Number: 
US 6510152 B1). 

As per claim 7, 15 and 30, Cohen teaches point to point protocol used. However, 
Cohen does not disclose expressly the wide area network is a digital subscriber line 
connection that carries authenticated point to point protocol over Ethernet session 
traffic. 

Gerszberg teaches the wide area network is a digital subscriber line connection 
that carries authenticated point to point protocol over Ethernet session traffic (Cohen: 
see for example, Column 21 Line 38 - 42 and Column 1 9 Line 24 - 29). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Gerszberg within the system of Cohen 
because Gerszberg teaches an improved network such as Ethernet transported over 
DSL modems by providing higher bandwidth, improving the CPE capabilities and 
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lowering overall system costs to the customer (Gerszberg: see for example, Column 1 
Line 27 - 30 and Column 2 Line 40 - 43). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the • 
examiner should be directed to Longbit Chai whose telephone number is 571-272-3788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Longbit Chai 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 31 
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Document Code - AP.PRE.DEC 



Notice of Panel Decision from Pre-Appeal Brief Review 




This is in response to the Pre-Appeal Brief Request for Review filed 08/09/2005 . 

1 . □ Improper Request - The Request is improper and a conference will not be held for the following 
reason(s): 

□ The Notice of Appeal has not been filed concurrent with the Pre-Appeal Brief Request. 

□ The request does not include reasons why a review is appropriate. 

□ A proposed amendment is included with the Pre-Appeal Brief request. 

□ Other: 



The time period for filing a response continues to run from the receipt date of the.Notice of Appeal or from 
the mail date of the last Office communication, if no Notice of Appeal has been received. 



2. □ Proceed to Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences - A Pre-Appeal Brief conference has been 
held. The application remains under appeal because there is at least one actual issue for appeal. Applicant 
is required to submit an appeal brief in accordance with 37 CFR 41 .37. The time period for filing an appeal 
brief will be reset to be one month from mailing this decision, or the balance of the two-month time period 
running from the receipt of the notice of appeal, whichever is greater. Further, the time period for filing of the 
appeal brief is extendible under 37 CFR 1.136 based upon the mail date of this decision or the receipt date 
of the notice of appeal, as applicable. 

□ The panel has determined the status of the claim(s) is as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 



3. □ Allowable application - A conference has been held. The rejection is withdrawn and a Notice of 
Allowance will be mailed. Prosecution on the merits remains closed. No further action is required by 
applicant at this time. 



4. ^ Reopen Prosecution - A conference has been held. The rejection is withdrawn and a new Office 
action will be mailed. No further action is required by applicant at this time. 



All participants: 

(1 ) Gilberto Barron Jr. . 

(2) Ayaz Sheikh . 



(3) LonQbit Chai . 

(4) . 



AYAZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PmTENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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